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1 . FOR WHAT IT'S WORTH, WELL-CONNECTED LOCAL IOURNALIST TOLD 
US TODAY (FEB 27) THAT HE HAS JUST LEARNED FROM A PERSON "CLOSE 
TO PRIME MINISTER DATUK HUSSEIN ONN" THAT THE LATTER HAS 
DECIDED TO NAME CURRENT AGRICULTURE MINISTER, ABDUL GHAFAR 
BIN BABA, AS "DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER (ONE)" AND CURRENT HOME 
MINISTER, MUHAMED GHAZALI BIN SHAFIE AS "DEPUTY PRIME 
MINISTER (TWO)." ACCORDING TO THIS JOURNALIST, HE IS 
RECEIVING SAME INFORMATION FROM OTHER INFORMANTS. 

2. ALSO IN THE AREA OF SPECULATION ON GOVERNMENT 
PERSONNEL CHANGES EXPECTED SHORTLY IS STORY MAKING 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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PETRONAS, WILL BE PLACED UNDER MINISTRY OF PRIMARY 
INDUSTRIES, AND HENCE UNDER AUTHORITY OF DATUK MUSA 
BIN HITAM, HIGHLY REGARDED MINISTER OF PRIMARY 
INDUSTRIES. (THIS RUMOR HAS SURFACED IN CONNECTION 
WITH REPORTS THAT CURRENT PETRONAS CHAIRMAN TENGKU 
RAZALEIGH BIN HAMZAH WILL BE RECEIVING FINANCE 
PORTFOLIO 
PC SEE KL 929.) 

3. COMMENT: IF TRUE, NAMING OF TWO DEPUTIES INSTEAD 
OF THE CUSTOMARY ONE DEPUTY WOULD INDICATE PM HAS 
DECIDED NOT TO BUCK UMNO PARTY REGULARS, WHOSE STRONG 
PREFERENCE IS FOR GHAFAR BABA (SENIOR UMNO VICE 
PRESIDENT AND LONG-TIME PARTY LOYALIST) IN FAVOR OF 
GHAZALI SHAFIE WHO HUSSEIN REPORTEDLY ADMIRES FOR HIS 
COMPETENCE, BUT WHO IS NOT POPULAR WITHIN UMNO AND WHO 
LACKS GRASS ROOTS SUPPORT. (IT ALSO INDICATES STRENGTH 
OF FEELING IN UMNO THAT PARTY SENIORITY SYSTEM SHOULD 
BE OBSERVED.) SUCH A STRUCTURAL ARRANGEMENT WOULD ENABLE 
HUSSEIN ONN TO UTILIZE GHAFAR BABA'S STANDING IN THE 
PARTY AND GOOD RELATIONS WITH OTHER NATIONAL FRONT 
PARTIES TO MAINTAIN POLITICAL HARMONY (GHAFAR IS NF 
GENERAL SECRETARY, AND GENERALLY WELL-REGARDED IN NF, 
ALTHOUGH WE HAVE HEARD SOME REPORTS THAT THE RIGHT 
WING ISLAMIC PARTY CONSIDERS HIM TOO MUCH OF AN 
UMNO PARTISAN) WHILE AT THE SAME TIME BEING ABLE 
TO EXPLOIT GHAZALI SHAFIE'S MANY TALENTS IN BOTH 
THE INTERNAL SECURITY AND FOREIGN RELATIONS FIELDS. 

LOCAL OBSERVERS ALSO NOTE THAT SUCH A MOVE UNDOUBTEDLY 
WOULD PLEASE THE INDONESIANS, WHO ARE USED TO DEALING WITH 
GHAZ. IT IS NOT Cl EAR HOW RESPONSIBILITIES WOULD BE 
DIVIDED BETWEEN THE TWO DEPUTIES OR HOW THIS WOULD 
AFFECT THE PARTY LEADERSHIP (THE DEPUTY PM 
TRADITIONALLY HAS ALSO SERVED AS DEPUTY PRESIDENT 
OF UMNO). IF THIS REPORT IS TRUE, EDUCATION MINISTER 
MAHATHIR APPEARS TO HAVE LOST THE RACE. 
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